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With a new Legislature, comes new opportunity.
There will be new relationships, opportunities for
education and allies. With the state facing a huge
deficient, the Legislature and the Governor will
have to make difficult decisions.

Minnesota Alliance on Crime (MAC) policy issues
and the criminal justice budget, including the De-
partment of Public Safety, will be discussed in the
Senate Judiciary and Public Safety Committee,
chaired by Senator Warren Limmer (R).

In the House, judiciary issues travel through the
Judiciary Policy and Finance Committee, chaired
by Rep. Steve Smith (R); and the Public Safety
Crime Prevention Policy and Finance Committee,
chaired by Rep. Tony Cornish (R).

MAC hosted its Legislative Committee meeting on
December 6, 2010 to discuss upcoming legislative
issues. After meeting with MAC’s Board of Direc-
tors, MAC has approved the following agenda:

I. Crime Victim Services - Funding: Monitor &
Educate. Requires outreach to legislators/public.

II. Aiding Suicide/add internet language: Lead.
The bill came to MAC from a victim in Rice Coun-
ty. Proposal clarifies the crime of aiding suicide or
attempted suicide may include the use of the inter-
net or computer system and clarifies jurisdiction.

III. Human Trafficking/Safe Harbors: Support.
(1) enhances prostitution data tracking and (2) es-
tablishes a presumption against prosecution of juve-
niles in prostitution, reestablishes the opportunity to
bring a CHIPS petition instead.

IV. Vulnerable Adult Justice Project (VAJP):
MAC will Support. Complete agenda at http://
mnvac.pbworks.com/w/page/32123465/2011-

Legislation.
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Message from the

Director

I hope this letter finds you with an energized outlook
for the upcoming New Year. I also hope you realize
the importance of what you do for the community and
the crime victims in Minnesota. I realize this and am
diligently informing others to appreciate you as well.

My time has been spent discussing legislative issues
with organizations and ensuring that the general crime
victim and advocate’s voices are heard and considered
in these very important conversations.

I am also involved in outreach efforts, one being The
Coalition To Preserve Minnesota’s Justice System,
chaired by Supreme Court Chief Justice Lorie Gildea,
and consists of top representatives from the criminal
justice system. The Coalition’s goal is to get the mes-
sage out about the budget crisis facing the Justice Sys-
tem and how further cuts will hurt the public.

This is an important outreach effort for MAC. The well
-being of all parts of the criminal justice system is inex-
tricably linked to the well-being of the crime victim and
MAC members. The Coalition and MAC’s goals are in
alignment and I am incorporating the Coalition’s mes-
sage with the outreach effort of my own.

The ultimate message is the vitality of your work to the
integrity and confidence the public must continue to
hold for our criminal justice system. If victims feel
disenfranchised and mistreated by the justice system,
the government has failed in its duty. Communities
cannot flourish when victims question whether there is
justice in the system. If confidence in our system fal-
ters, the safety of our communities will be jeopardized.

I have appreciated your assistance in these outreach
efforts. Please continue to send any other information
you might think helpful to me at any time.

Best wishes for a new year!
Stephanie Zugschwert
Executive Director
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MAC and Member Activities

ElderCare Rights
Alliance to provide abuse
education to two
convicted of elder abuse
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ElderCare Rights Alliance, at the request of family
members, will provide abuse education to two wom-
en convicted of elder abuse. Ashton Larson and
Brianna Broitzman have been sentenced to 180 days
in jail as a result of sexual and emotionally abusing
residents in an Albert Lea nursing home in 2008.

Harbir Kaur, Director of Elder Victim Services at
ElderCare Rights Alliance, and Vice President of
MAC’s Board of Directors, will provide one-on-
one elder abuse education to each woman as part of
their sentencing requirements. Go to http://
minnesota.cbslocal.com/ and click on video titled “
Second Nursing Home worker ..” for information.

Welcome new FBI Victim Specialist
in Bemidji!

Karen Seviour joined the Bemidji office on July 19"
Prior to that, she was Program Administrator / Child
Forensic Interview Specialist with Red River Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center in Fargo, ND for almost
five years. Karen has also been Program Coordina-
tor for the MN Guardian Ad Litem Program, 7™ Ju-
dicial District, lived on a barrier island in North Car-
olina, where she was Program Supervisor with NC’s
8" District Guardian Ad Litem Program. Karen has
a B.S. in Justice Policy Studies and a M.A.S. in
Criminal Justice, emphasis in Victim Services.

Karen tells her daughter, who was born with a rare
disorder, that the greatest gift she gave her was ad-
vocacy skills and a career path. She learned to be
her voice until she was able to speak for herself.

Karen is excited to be aboard and for the opportunity
to get to know others involved in the field. Karen
can be reached at 218 755 8238 or at

karen.seviour@jic.fbi.gov

MAC is awarded a National Crime
Victim Rights Awareness Week
Grant!

With many thanks to the collaborating MAC mem-
bers and the MN DPS - Office of Justice Programs,
MAC has been awarded a $5,000 grant to coordinate
statewide National Crime Victim Rights Awareness
activities during the week of April 10 — 16, 2011.

Our proposed plan includes a Governor’s Proclama-
tion and a press release issued from either law en-
forcement or county attorney’s offices to announce
NCVRW and its significance and include infor-
mation about crime victim rights and resources avail-
able in each county. The press release would also
announce any NCVRW activities in each area.

MAC hopes to leverage our statewide and diverse
membership to host activities in specific geograph-
ical areas and aimed to the specific populations that
MAC members serve. Activities could include re-
source fairs, meet and greet with law enforcement,
legislators and victim advocates or open houses.
Topics might include general crime victim rights,
elder abuse, identity theft and financial exploitation,
immigrant crime victim issues, child abuse and bul-
lying education. MAC will send out more infor-
mation soon to begin planning so please consider
joining us!

Thank you so far to the Department of Public Safety
(DPS), Office of Justice Programs (OJP), the Crime
Victim’s Justice Unit, MN Chapter of MADD, Elder-
Care Rights Alliance, MN Council on Crime and
Justice, the NCPTC — Jacob Wetterling Resource
Center, and Rice and Waseca Counties.



http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/
http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/
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Dakota County Victim/Witness Program recognized for its great work!

This Ar tStcareTrfirboume. com

Victims don't have to navigate Dakota County courts alone JOY POWELL, Star Tribune

Patty Boever was glad to have a sanctuary at the Dakota County Courthouse during the trial of a man accused in the hit
-and-run death of her daughter.

Eric Hunter of Rosemount was tried last month for leaving Joannie LeVasseur dying on an Apple Valley street last
year.

As she waited days for a verdict, Boever expressed gratitude that she and her family could wait in one of two special
rooms in the County Attorney's Office -- and avoid Hunter in the hallways.

The waiting rooms are just one way the Dakota County Attorney's Office aids thousands of victims and witnesses eve-
ry year in its victim-witness program, one of the state's first.

In a criminal justice system where much of the focus is on the accused, the victims of crime and their families might
end up feeling overlooked. The job of Dakota County's five-person victim-witness unit is to make sure that doesn't
happen. Advocates in the program help people affected by crime navigate a complicated court system, offer counseling
during hard times and help them prepare to testify if needed, among other things.

"Our office's victim-witness unit plays a big role in the work we do, a very important role in what we do each and eve-
ry day as we try to reach out to crime victims to offer them some assurance, some understanding, some help," County
Attorney James Backstrom said.

In 1977, Dakota County began its program under County Attorney John Sonsteng. In 1992, his successor, Backstrom,
had the first waiting room built, which is among protections for victims required by state law. A second room was add-
ed two years ago. They have televisions, toys and books.

The unit each year helps about 3,000 victims and thousands more witnesses. It's been especially busy recently, said
supervisor Kelly Nicholson.

From July to September, for example, one advocate alone had roughly 1,500 contacts with adult victims.

"Families come in here with a whole range of emotions, and we have to work with them and be supportive, and also
find out what the attorneys need," Nicholson said. "We have to figure out who needs to be here and where they need to
be."

The full Article, with any associated images and links can be viewed here.

Please check out MAC’s New Facebook page! Go to www.facebook.com,
find our page and “Like” it. We would love for you to contribute to the

™\ Minnesot
A"ian'c”;”i?ca,ime site! Also, we have a newly designed web page! (We are still working on it!)



http://www.startribune.com/local/south/108856284.html
http://www.startribune.com

MAC Member Professional Profile

Northwoods Coalition
<= fm, Family Safety

' Providing safety and empowerment since 1978

The mission of NCFS is to provide a safe

environment, to empower women and to change
aspects of society that perpetuate the
oppression and victimization of
women and children.

Northwoods Coalition for Family Safety (NCFS),
located in Bemidji, Minnesota has been providing
safety and empowerment since 1978.

NCEFS serves a large rural geographical area with a
strong sense of its diversity and cultural composi-
tion. The organization provides many programs,
including emergency temporary and safe shelter for
victims of domestic violence and their children, as
well as a variety of different programs to better
meet the needs of victims and the community.

Shelter Program:

NCFS provides victims of domestic violence and
their children with temporary housing in their shel-
ter. They provide food, clothing donations, hygiene
products, diapers and formula, local area resource

information , direct services advocacy, case man-
agement and court accompaniment for victims at
the shelter. They also provide limited transporta-
tion, child care and support groups twice a week.

Nokomagiisis Program:

Some of the culturally specific services provided
are through the Nokomagiisis program which pro-
vides assistance to tribal elders and children who
are victims of domestic abuse. They provide direct
services advocacy, case management, transportation
and free counseling with a licensed therapist. This
program, sponsored by NCFS, has their own fund-
ing from the Tribal Victims Assistance Grant.
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KIDS (Kids Integrating Decisions Successfully):

NCEFS has a children’s advocate on staff to do one-on-
one activities, as well as group activities with resident
children. The children have support groups and coun-
seling (free of charge) through the Nokomagiisis Pro-
gram. The KIDS Program also has access to a school
liaison preparing them for transition into the Bemidji
schools. NCFS believes that the sooner children can
get enrolled in school, the more secure they will feel.

Criminal Justice Intervention/Community Advocacy:

This program provides advocacy for victims not resid-
ing at the shelter, as well as court accompaniment, help
in filing OFP’s and HRO’s and works within the judi-
cial system to support the victim throughout the court
process. The CJI Advocate works closely with law en-
forcement, probation and local county judges.

The Domestic Violence Outreach and Education:

This program provides education on domestic violence
to members of the judiciary system, schools, teachers,
students, nurses, doctors, law enforcement, area busi-
nesses and various community members. This program
also provides display booths and educational infor-
mation for various health fairs, seminars and confer-
ences. The outreach program has created a SAVE
(Students Against Violent Environments) Program that
works with high school students in addressing various
subjects like teen dating violence, sexual assault,
boundaries and peer mediation. This program is also in
charge of organizing Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, which is the month of October.

MAC welcomes the Northwoods Coalition for Family
Safety as one of its new members!!

Kathryn Anne Lavelle, Domestic Violence Out-
reach & Education Coordinator

Northwoods Coalition for Family Safety
Phone: 21:8330403 Fax: 218441396
emailturtleheart2sis@yahoo.com
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Minnesota News

Cameras in the Courtroom Pilot Project
MN Supr eme

Allowing broader media access to Minnesota courtrooms
moves one step closer to reality, but not quite yet. The Minne-
sota Supreme Court is currently considering two options for a
statewide pilot project that would allow more extensive media
access in designated courtrooms.

History

The current Minnesota rules have basically not allowed for
cameras in the courtroom. In 2007, various media interests
submitted a proposed rule change to relax the existing rules
relating to media access to courtrooms. After hearing opposi-
tion, the Supreme Court Advisory Committee on the General
Rules of Practice, submitted a recommendation to the Supreme
Court to maintain the current restrictive rules. A minority of
the Advisory Committee recommended that the current rules
on media access be relaxed, allowing the judge to have the fi-
nal say over the recording of the proceedings.

In February 2009, the Supreme Court declined to relax the
rules and directed the Advisory Committee to establish a pilot
project on cameras in the courtroom that would include
“effective mechanisms for measuring the impact of cameras on
the proceedings and on participants before, during, and after
the proceedings and the financial impact on both the pilot pro-
ject and study”. The Supreme Court directed this pilot project
to remain financially neutral to the courts.

The Advisory Committee’s Work

The Advisory Committee received one pilot project proposal
from Professor Eugene Borgida, the University of Minnesota.
This proposal outlined an extensive pilot project, with known
costs of $750,000. After much debate, the Advisory Commit-
tee provided two options to the Supreme Court. In both of the
options, the costs for the project are to be independently raised.
A slim majority of the Advisory Committee recommended the
rules be relaxed statewide for 18 months in conjunction with
the formal U of M research study. All MN judicial districts
would have District Media Coordinators and:

1 Randomly assign civil and criminal cases as C & m emnao
c a médexchuding those by rule and commitment cases) ;
1 The media canrequestacasetobeC a me r a cacey |€
9 Consent of the judge in the case is required;
M Surveys to be conducted of participants and non-

participants at assignment of a case and at conclusion.

Balancing the Scales

Court consi

Importantly, from the perspective of the vic-

tim/witness community, the U of M study proposes to include
victim and witness community professionals prior to the start of
the pilot project. Victim and Witness community professionals
will also be included in the U of M study as follows:

1 The guidelines and procedures for informing clients of
camera or no camera coverage will be informed by the in-
terviews/surveys of victim/witness professionals prior to

the start of the program.

1 The planning phase sets aside time to meet with representa-
tives of the victim-advocate community to discuss and in-
corporate their suggestions on the pilot program design.

1 The study proposes to examine the potential “chilling” im-

pact of camera coverage on victim and witness experiences,
by 1) surveying all witnesses and litigants before, during
and after the trial; 2) survey attorneys about their experi-
ences with witnesses and litigants before, during and after
trial; and 3) work with victim/witness programs to deter-
mine witness drop-out rates, before and after a trial.
The minority of the Advisory Committee recommended the
same relaxation of rules but with informal surveys of partici-
pants in cases where the media has asked for camera coverage.
After a certain time, interested parties could submit a compre-
hensive report. The costs of this study would be considerably
less and the research study would be significantly scaled down.

What is Happening Now

The Supreme Court, after receiving written public comment, is
currently considering these two options for the pilot project. It
is unknown when a decision will be issued.

Minnesota Alliance on Crime has submitted a public comment
to the Supreme Court. After reiterating MAC’s opposition to
extended media coverage and with significant reservations
about cost, MAC contends that the formal U of M study is best
to ensure scientifically accurate data on the impact on victims
and witnesses of cameras in the courtroom. This formal study
has built in mechanisms to include victim and witness commu-
nity and professionals in the planning and implementation of the
I?il%tt project. The minority recommendation does not provide
these guarantees. MAC believes that these mechanisms are
crucial to a valid analysis of this important issue. To review
MAC’s full public comment please go to our website at
www.mnallianceoncrime.org.




Balancing the Scales

Minnesota News, continued
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Take Note! Two important MN cases impacting restitution recovery

State of Minnesota vs. Christy Lynn Arends

This case was originally prosecuted in Kandiyohi County District Court, where the defendant was
charged with theft by swindle from her previous employer. Prior to the prosecution, the defendant and
the employer were involved in a civil suit against each other based on the same factual situation under-
lying the criminal case. In the civil case, the defendant claimed wrongful termination and the employer
counterclaimed for the value of the alleged theft. The parties settled the civil suit and agreed to pay
each other nothing for the release of all claims against each other.

The district court, in the criminal case, precluded the state from seeking restitution on behalf of the vic-
tim (employer) in the case because they had entered into a complete and valid settlement agreement in
the underlying civil action. The case was certified to the MN Court of Appeals, which affirmed the

lower court, and the Supreme Court has denied review.

Renville County Case

As a result of the Kandiyohi case, in a case in Renville County, the parents of a young man killed in a
motor vehicle accident have found their efforts to seek restitution for losses beyond that provided in a
civil suit thwarted by something they could not have expected.

The story was reported in the West Central Tribune, Willmar, MN on December 4, 2010. The story
states .... “A legal ruling involving a woman accused of stealing from her employer in Kandiyohi
County stopped a criminal restitution claim by Wendy Russell of Northfield and Tim Baldwin of Mon-
tevideo from being considered by the District Court in Renville County.

“Something awful has happened and our legal system got in the way,”” said Wendy Russell of North-
field. “I feel the laws have demeaned the value of my son’s life.”” See full story at
http://www.wctrib.com/event/article/id/75548/

The attorney for Josh Baldwin’s parents, deceased as a result of a car accident, filed for restitution under
the criminal law, but was denied because of the civil settlement. Until the Court of Appeals ruling
above, the prosecutor said he and other prosecutors largely considered criminal restitution a separate

issue from civil restitution. These two cases, unfortunately for victims and prosecutors, prove different.



Welcome to Deborah Simonson -
MAC’s newest Board Member!

Deb Simonson was elected to MAC’s Board of Director’s at
it September 24, 2010 Annual Training & Board Meeting.
She is currently a prosecutor in the Meeker County Attor-
ney’s Office.

Deb grew up in Eagan, Minnesota and went to undergradu-
ate school at St. Cloud State University with a double major
in Biology and Criminal Justice. After college, Deb went to
law school at William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul,
MN. Upon graduation, Deb clerked for a judge for one
year in Todd County and became a prosecutor. She has
worked at the Kandiyohi County Attorney's Office, Stearns
County Attorney's Office and now the Meeker County At-
torney's Office. For a brief time she also worked for the
City of Minneapolis as an investigator for the Minneapolis
Civilian Police Review Authority.

Deb enjoys the outdoors (if the weather is nice), going
camping, reading and home improvement projects.

Please welcome Deb to MAC’s Board!

MAC Board Members:
Lisa Seifert, President
Blue Earth County Attorney’s Office

Stephanie Beckman, Secretary
Meeker County Attorney

Brenda Skogman, Treasurer
Isanti County Attorney’s Office

Mike Schumacher,
Hennepin County Victim Witness

Deborah Simonson, Meeker County
Attorney’s Office

Sharon Dicke
Meeker County General Crime Victim
Program

Harbir Kaur, Vice President
ElderCare Rights Alliance

Denise Loy
Tri-County Victim/Witness Program

Mary Radunz
Benton County Victim Witness

MAC’s History

In the early 1990’s, several crime victim service providers around the state
began meeting informally for the purpose of providing support and to share
knowledge and resources with each other. This group of dedicated individu-
als identified the need to become more organized in their efforts. Out of this
need, the Minnesota General Crime Victim Coalition was born and incorpo-
rated in 1993. MGCVC operated only with volunteer help, then in 1997 an
Executive Director was hired. In 2007, MGCVC changed it’s name to Min-
nesota Alliance on Crime (MAC). Today’s membership includes members
from all areas of victim services including the criminal justice system and
community programs. Together, we strive for a unified voice for crime vic-

tims in Minnesota.

Minnesota Alliance on Crime

155 S Wabasha St., Ste. 104

Phone: (612) 940-8090/866-940-8090
www.mnallianceoncrime.org
ed@mnallianceoncrime.org

MAC NEWS is GREEN!

The MAC Publishing Committee is

going green and saving some green
at the same time!. In order to cut down
on mailing and printing expenses. If you
would like to continue to get a hard copy
of the newsletter please contact Stephanie

so we can provide you with one.




