Crime and
Victimization
in the United States
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The methodology for the National Crime Victimization
Survey (NCVS), which began in 1973, differs from that of
the UCR. The NCVS is based on a nationally representative
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12 and older are interviewed by the U.S. Census Bureau
every six months for a three-year period. The NCVS collects
information on the frequency and nature of the crimes
of rape, sexual assault, personal robbery, aggravated
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vehicle theft; it does not, however, measure homicide or
commercial crimes. It gathers information on crimes both
reported and not reported to the police, estimates the
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NCVS also publishes supplements on specific
crime issues such as stalking or school crime.

Important Notes about the Data

Differences between the UCR
and NCVS

The information presented in the following newly
envisioned Crime and Victimization Fact Sheets reflects
the findings in the reports and other sources cited for
each topic. The data are based on the best available
information as of January 2016. Since then, updated
data may have become available. The latest Bureau of
Justice Statistics (BJS) study, Criminal Victimization,
2014, is available online at www.bjs.gov. The latest
FBI statistics, Crime in the United States, 2014, and
additional statistical tables are available online at
www.fbi.gov.

Although the categories of crime covered by the
UCR and NCVS overlap, their methodologies differ,
and the studies serve different purposes. The UCR
covers all victims of crimes that were reported
to law enforcement (regardless of the victim’s
age, and including non-person victims such as
businesses), but the NCVS gathers data on crimes
against people age 12 and older. The UCR covers
homicide, arson, and commercial crimes, which
the NCVS does not measure. The studies use
somewhat different definitions of some crimes, and
they report property crime using different bases,
e.g., per capita—crimes per 100,000 persons

The information included in the Resource Guide relies
primarily on reports published by BJS and the FBI, as
well as statistics calculated using online data tools
available from both BJS and the FBI. These data tools
are freely available and can be accessed online at

www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=nvat (for the NCVS data
tool) and www.bjs.gov/ucrdata (for the UCR data tool).
These tools are user-friendly resources that permit
interested readers to generate additional statistical
tables that suit their particular interests.
Each Fact Sheet includes both text and graphics.
Infographics are included in this year’s Resource Guide
to provide a visual representation of the data. These
new facts are interactive, allowing users to easily delve
further into the information by clicking on the data
point to visit the source. The information compiled
on the Fact Sheets is also great to share via social
media during National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
and throughout the year. Please note that percentages
on charts and graphs do not always add up to 100
because the numbers have been rounded.

(UCR) versus crimes per 1,000 households (NCVS).
The UCR measures crimes actually reported to law
enforcement nationwide, and the NCVS addresses
crimes not reported to law enforcement.
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